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Abstract: 

The beach is at the heart of Mediterranean mass tourism. However, it remains invisible to 
cultural studies of tourism, which are more interested in urban and rural geographies. The 
invisibility of the beach is not just the result of lack of empirical research but of our theoretical 
inability to make sense of a liminal and fluid space. In response to these shortcomings, this paper 
analyses the place of the beach in Catalan cinema. In so doing, we want to examine further the 
influence of cinema in shaping the contemporary experience of the beach (Carter, 2007; 
Handyside, 2009; Cirer, 2016). The paper looks at two films: Kràmpack (Cesc Gay, 1999) and 
Núvols d’estiu (Felipe Vega, 2008). The main focus of the paper is the relation between space, 
sexuality and the beach. The beach appears in these films as a liminal space in opposition to 
both, the centrality of the city in contemporary societies and the hegemony of heterosexuality, 
family and marriage. Such liminality is reinforced by the ephemerality of the beach, which is not 
a place of permanence or residence but just a mere parenthesis in everyday life (Urbain, 2003). 
We want to show the extent that the cultural and geographical characteristics of the beach affords 
relations that depart from the established norm, including infidelity and homosexuality. We are 
also interested in the ludic, material and sensual character of the beach, which defies the visual 
and detached logic of the tourist gaze (Obrador, 2012). The sensual and ludic character of the 
beach is especially visible in Kràmpack, which examines the game of seduction between two 
teenagers.  
 
Carter S (2007) Rise and Shine: Sunlight, Technology and Health. Oxford: Berg Publishers. 
Cirer-Costa JC (2016) Cinema and the automobile: Driving factors of new tourism models in the 

early years of the Golden Age. Tourism Management Perspectives 19: 24–31.  
Gay, Cesc (2000). Kràmpack. Messidor Films. 
Handyside, Fiona (2009). “Rohmer à la plage: The role of the beach in three films by Eric 

Rohmer”. Studies in French Cinema, 9:2, 147-160. 
Obrador, P. (2012) ‘Touching the Beach’, in Paterson, M. and Dodge, M. (eds) Touching Space, 

Placing Touch. New York: Routldege, pp. 47–70. 
Urbain, J. D. (2003). At the Beach. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 
Vega, Felipe (2001). Núvols d’estiu. Messidor Films & Tornasol Films. 


